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For Immediate Release 

 

Peelle and Colonial Elevator replace Peelle Doors which contained a fire 

 

Earlier this year Elevator World published a story about a fire at 422 West 15th Street, New York, 

NY that spot-lighted Peelle Doors installed in 1918. The Peelle door is pictured below. Although 

several vehicles in the parking garage were destroyed the Peelle Door contained the 3 alarm 

blaze from reaching other floors.  
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The Peelle Door contains the fire 

 

The fire started at approximately 8:00 AM, in a car located on the 5th floor of the parking 

garage. The fire proceeded to spread to other vehicles located on the 5th floor until the ceiling 

gave way. After the ceiling gave way the fire spread to other vehicles on the 6th floor and 

than through the roof. The fire lasted for 4-5 hours. At one point the fire department had to pull 

their personnel out of the building because vehicles were exploding. All of the vehicles 

located on the 5th & 6th floors were destroyed. 

 

Colonial Elevator, a Long Island City, NY Elevator Contractor, has had the maintenance 

contract for 8 years. “Before the fire, we only had to replace a broken guide shoe and door 

chain. The Peelle doors are in prefect shape”, said Mike Coyle of Colonial Elevator.  
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Mike Coyle (second from the left) of Colonial Elevator and his Installation Team 

 

Colonial installed the replacement Peelle doors themselves, normally, Peelle performs most of 

the door installations in the New York area; this was Colonial’s first door installation. They had 

no problems installing the new doors in the 88 year old Hoistway. Colonial only had to pack 

out the manual sheaves to avoid a Hoistway projection. 
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Mike was very impressed with the Peelle lead time. “This project started when your lead time 

was 6-8 weeks, you got the equipment out in 3 weeks.” This earned Colonial huge prise from 

the parking garage because the quick lead time helped put them back in business. “Peelle 

recognized the need to manufacture this door in record time due to the loss of use created by 

the fire”, John Arns Peelle’s salesperson for the project.  

 

 
The New Peelle Door installed by Colonial Elevator 

 

During the quoting process Mike noted, “you guys are great, Chris Peelle surveyed the job and 

I receive the quote the same day. I can’t ask for better service”. Colonial prefers the quality 

equipment and support he gets from The Peelle Company. 

 

For more information call John Arns of Peelle at 1-800-645-1056 X 34 or Mike Coyle of Colonial 

Elevator at 718-786-7185.  


